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2020 – Impact of COVID-19 on school presentations

I

t has been quite a year and
certainly one that no-one will ever
forget! 2020 started off like many
others and I was booked into schools
right across the country, but it wasn’t
too long before it became obvious
that things were going to change
dramatically. My final full week
of visiting schools was the week
beginning March 16 in Perth, ending
with a very tearful session with the
wonderful girls from St Hilda’s.

I very much doubted whether I would
be working with young people for the
rest of the year. Schools were closed
and teachers had to navigate through
online learning and all that entailed

– I really didn’t think that many of
them would even be considering
the prospect of bringing external
presenters into the mix. I couldn’t
have been more wrong …

Saying goodbye to ‘face-to-face’ visits to
schools on March 20 at St Hilda’s in Perth

My first full-day of online presentations to the wonderful girls from the Wilderness School
in Adelaide

One of my first schools for 2020 – Moreton Bay
College in Brisbane and my last, Narrabeen
Sports High School in Sydney and some of their
Year 10 students

In the first week of May I delivered
my first day of online presentations
to the Wilderness School in Adelaide
and from that point on it really hasn’t
stopped. Last week I did my final
online talk for the year – that meant
(at a rough calculation) almost 200
online presentations to Year 10, 11
and 12 students, staff and parents
from just over 80 schools. In addition,
I have been fortunate enough to have
been allowed to visit quite a few NSW
and ACT schools in Terms 3 and 4.
As much as I ended up enjoying
delivering online sessions (it took a lot
of getting used to and a major rethink
about what messages needed to be
delivered and how best to do that
in a virtual world) there is nothing
like standing in front of a group of
students and getting immediate
‘face-to-face’ feedback from them.
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Class of 2020 – You Rock
It was a tough year for everyone but it was particularly tough for the Class
of 2020. It’s quite amazing how resilient young people are but I still thought I
would try to give them some extra encouragement by asking some well-known
Australians for their support. I got an amazing response from people from the
entertainment industry, as well as sporting heroes, authors and motivational
speakers. Thanks to all of those who got behind the ‘mini-campaign’ …
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Year 9 Program
Although there was still demand
for the DARTA Year 9 program
from schools across the country,
particularly from those that had held
the session in 2019, we have had
to ‘pause’ the roll-out for the time
being. In September, Kris Bobetic,
who had helped develop and had
been delivering the session was
seconded by Victoria’s Department
of Health to assist them in their
response to COVID-19.
We are hoping that Kris will
return to DARTA and the Year 9
program as soon as possible but
we acknowledge the important
work that she has been doing in
Victoria since she left us and feel
fortunate that we were able to
utilise her specialist knowledge that
resulted in her being offered the
DHHS position.

DARTA Seminar Day –
Sydney
The DARTA Seminar Day that
was due to be held in July was
postponed due to COVID-19 and
was held on Friday, October 30.
Due to social distancing requirements
numbers were strictly limited and it
was then decided to hold another
event on Monday, November 30
to accommodate demand. Both
days were received extremely well
by participants.

DARTA Webinar –
‘Vaping and Schools:
What Do Teachers Need
To Know?’
On Monday, 7 December DARTA’s first webinar
was delivered to teachers across the country.
Unfortunately, there was a technical glitch that
prevented some people who had registered from
accessing the ‘live’ event (technology is great when
it works!). The webinar was re-recorded a few days
later and a link was then emailed to all registrants
who were then able to view the event at their leisure. Registrants were also
given access to a number of DARTA resources dealing with the vaping issue.
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